
 SMITH RANCH HOMES                       

Even though Smith Ranch Homes in 1990 had no established 

reputation, mature landscaping or even a guarantee that the 

community would succeed, the first residents were still attracted 

to it for many of the same reasons that residents are today —  

the natural setting, array of amenities, home ownership, and  

independent, easy living. They had confidence in the vision and 

future of the community. 

Living the Life 

The calendar was always full with interesting  activities! 

The pioneer residents scattered in the five residential buildings 
were offered a full calendar of seminars and other opportunities 
for learning, social gatherings, and excursions organized by the 
general manager and a concierge/social director.  

Exercise classes were offered, and the fitness center, putting 

green, lawn bowling and swimming pool were available. The 

Wellness Pool, the first of its kind on the West Coast, was a 

new concept for exercise. It was designed by Virginia Pitkin, 

a 78-year-old landscape architect in Florida. 

The Wellness Pool exercises, combining isometric 

exercises and jogging, place less stress on the body. 

Instruction was provided. 

The first excursion was in June 1990 to Viansa Winery 

in the Smith Ranch bus. It was such a success that  

another was planned to Sonoma Plaza and Buena Vista 

Winery later in the month.  
Valet in uniform. 

The General Store on the lower level of 

the Clubhouse was a convenience for 

residents. Not only did it carry gifts and 

cards, but also toiletries, snacks, fresh 

baked goods from the Smith Ranch 

kitchen and milk, juice and other 

refrigerated items. 

The Community Garden was a popular amenity where “green thumb” 

residents grew vegetables and flowers. They built trellises and screened 

the beds with netting as it appears the original fencing would not have 

kept the deer out! There was a greenhouse adjacent to the tool shed 

where orchids were grown.  


