
 SMITH RANCH HOMES                       

The 37-acre campus of Smith Ranch Homes is nestled on the 

north side of the ridge above Smith Ranch Road and borders 

Silveira Ranch. There is no evidence of development here prior 

to 1938 when the Smith family leased the area to the Marin 

Rod and Gun Club for a skeet and trap shooting range. 

By the end of 1955, plans were underway to develop a 

recreation center at the site, and the lease to the Marin Rod 
and Gun Club was not renewed. The Las Gallinas Golf School 

and Driving Range and the Las Gallinas Aquatic Club, under  

different managements, opened in the summer of 1956.  

A 9-hole, par 3 golf course was added and opened in the spring 

of 1958. It was remembered as a great place to learn golf, but 

you had to stay alert for stray balls on the course and parking 

lot. 

By the late 1970s, the Aquatic Club was renamed Las Gallinas 

Fitness Center & Swim Club. It had two pools, a clubhouse,  

fitness center, playground and barbeque area. 

Both facilities were closed in 1985 when plans were approved 

to build a retirement community on the site. Golf balls  

resurfaced for many years where the driving range had been 

located. 
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Marin Rod and Gun Club Skeet & Trap Range are visible within the red circled area in this 1952 

aerial image.  Courtesy of UCSB Library Geospatial Collection.  
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Las Gallinas Golf Course & Driving Range and the Las Gallinas Aquatic Club are visible within the red 

circled area in this 1967 aerial image.  Courtesy of UCSB Library Geospatial Collection.  

Novato Advance, July 24, 1974 

Independent Journal, June 5, 1959 


